


2

7

Site Prerequisite 1:
Title 5 Compliance 

Site Planning

Review by Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) for 
hazardous agents, including industrial, agricultural, and naturally 
occurring pollutants such as asbestos and heavy metals. 
The air pollution control district having jurisdiction must determine 
that emissions from activities near the site will not adversely affect 
student, staff, or teacher health.
Meet other siting requirements, including separation from: 

Power-line easements.
Railroad tracks.
Hazardous pipelines.
Adverse levels of traffic noise.
Active earthquake faults or fault traces.

Required

8Site PlanningContinued on next slide…

Site Credit 1:
Sustainable Site Selection (1 to 6 points)

1.1. Avoid sites with any of the following characteristics.
Important farmland as defined by the USDA.
In a 100 year flood plane as defined by FEMA.  
Habitat for endangered species (federal or state list).
Within 100 feet of any wetland. 
Public parkland (unless land of equal or greater

value as parkland is accepted in trade). 

1 point

1.3.  Choose a centrally located site in which 50% of students are 
located within the distances below:

Elementary:  1 mile.
Middle School: 2 miles
High School: 4 miles

1 point

1.2.  Do not build on greenfields.1 point
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Site Credit 1: (con’t)

Sustainable Site Selection (1 to 6 points)

Site Planning

1.4.  Dedicate part of the school building for use by community or 
other appropriate organizations. 

1 point

1.6.  Increase the floor area ratio (FAR) of the school to at least 
1.2 to reduce the development footprint and preserve openspace.

1 point

1.5.  Share park or recreation space with local park boards or 
other organizations.

1 point
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Site Selection Criteria

No harmful chemicals or toxics on or near the site. 
Good air quality near the site, e.g. no major pollution sources.
Acoustics (quiet). 
Little impact the environment.
– Protect greenfields.
– Preserve habitat and natural resources. 

Sites with existing buildings that can be retrofitted. 
Existing infrastructure (water, power, etc.).
Close to the “customer.”
Near public transportation. 

Site Planning

Transportation

Site Planning and
General Conditions
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Site Credit 2:
Transportation (1 to 3 points)

Site Planning

2.1. Public Transportation.  Locate building within 1/4 mile of a 
commuter rail, light rail or subway station, or within 1/8 mile of one 
or more bus lines. 

1 point

2.3. Minimize Parking.  Provide preferred parking totaling 5% of 
total parking spaces for carpools or vanpools and size parking 
capacity not to exceed

High schools:  2.25 spaces per classroom plus parking for 20% of
students

Elementary and Middle:  Three spaces per classroom

OR, add no new parking for rehabilitation projects and provide 
preferred parking totaling 5% of total parking spaces for carpools 
or vanpools. 

1 point

2.2. Bicycles.  Provide suitable means for securing bicycles for 
15% or more of building occupants; AND provide bike lanes and 
sidewalks that extend at least to the end of the school zone. 

1 point
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Stormwater 
Management

Site Planning and
General Conditions
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Criteria Site – Stormwater Management

Stormwater Management

Purpose: Manage stormwater during and after construction 
to control erosion and runoff, reducing the negative impacts 
on water and air quality.

Principles for storm water 
management:

•Water should always be 
absorbed and captured and 
moved to natural features 
when possible

•Use material-efficient 
drainage options
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Site Prerequisite 2:
Construction Erosion and
Sedimentation Control

Stormwater Management

Required P2.1.  Design to a site sediment and erosion control 
plan that follows the best management practices 
outlined by the state Water Resources Control Board 
(WRCB) to comply with the Stormwater Construction 
Activities General Permit.  The plan shall meet the 
following objectives: 
– Prevent loss of soil during construction by storm water 

runoff and/or wind erosion, including protecting topsoil 
by stockpiling for reuse.

– Prevent sedimentation of storm sewer or receiving 
streams and/or air pollution with dust and particulate 
matter.
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Site Prerequisite 2:
Techniques To Address This Prerequisite 

Runoff Control
– Minimize clearing:  land grading, permanent diversions, preserving natural 

vegetation.
– Stabilize drainage ways: check dams, filter berms, grass-lined channel, riprap.

Erosion Control
– Stabilize exposed soils:  chemical stabilization, mulching, permanent seeding, 

sodding, soil roughening. 
– Protect steep slopes: geotextiles, gradient terraces, soil retention, temporary slope 

drain. 
– Protect waterways: temporary stream crossings, vegetated buffer.
– Phase construction: construction sequencing, dust control. 

Sediment Control
– Install perimeter controls: temporary diversion dikes, wind fences and sand fences, 

brush barrier, silt fence. 
– Install sediment-trapping devices: sediment basins and rock dams, sediment filters 

and sediment chambers, sediment trap. 
– Storm drain inlet protection. 

Stormwater Management
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Site Credit 3: Post-construction 
Stormwater Management (1 to 2 points)

Site Planning

3.1. Limit stormwater runoff.  No net increase in the rate or 
quantity of stormwater runoff shall occur from existing to 
developed conditions. 

OR if existing imperviousness is greater than 50%, implement a 
stormwater management plan that results in a 25% decrease in 
the rate and quantity of stormwater runoff. 

1 point

3.2.  Treat runoff.  Install treatment systems designed to remove  
80% of the average annual post-development total suspended 
solids (TSS), and 40% of the average annual post-development 
total phosphorous (TP), by implementing best management 
practices outlined by:

Regional Water Resources Control Boards or in EPA’s Guidance 
Specifying Management Measures for Sources of Nonpoint
Pollution in Coastal Waters (EPA 840-B-92- 002 1/93). 

1 point

Landscaping 
and Water 
Conservation

Site Planning and
General Conditions
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Landscaping & Irrigation Design Goals 

Protect and/or restore the site.
– Minimizing disturbance to the site.
– Mimicking (or restoring) natural processes in disturbed areas.
– Protecting water quality.

Incorporate the site’s natural features to achieve high performance.
– Reduce the demand for water.
– Reduce energy demand.
– Reduce stormwater runoff
– Reduce heat island effect

Select environmentally preferable products.
– Synthetic surfacing for exterior sports surfaces, playgrounds, and other 

surfaces. Made from 84% to 98% post-consumer rubber from used tires.
– Fencing with made with recycled plastic or salvaged wood or metal.
– Running track surfaces made with 100% recycled rubber/tires.

Landscaping and Irrigation 20

CHPS Criteria Overview
Category: WATER
5 points

Volume III - Criteria
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Water Prerequisite 1
Create Water Use Budget

Landscaping and Irrigation

Purpose:  Limit excess water use for landscaping and ornamentation.

Required P1.1.  Design landscape and ornamental water use 
budget to conform to local Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance.  If no local ordinance is applicable, then 
use the landscape and ornamental budget outlined by 
the California Department of Water Resources.
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Water Credit 1 
Reduce Potable Water for Landscaping

Landscaping and Irrigation

1 point

2 points

1.1.  Reduce potable water consumption for irrigation 
by 50% over landscape budget baselines with the use 
of water-efficient native (or adapted) climate-tolerant 
plantings, high-efficiency irrigation technologies, or 
using captured rain or municipally provided reclaimed 
water.

1.2.  Reduce potable water for site irrigation by 
additional 50% (100% total reduction)

Do not install permanent landscape irrigation systems.

OR

OR
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Site Credit 4:
Landscape and Exterior Design to
Reduce Heat Islands (1-2 points)

Water Management

Purpose:  Reduce heat islands to minimize impact on microclimate,
and human and wildlife habitat.

1 point 4.1.  Landscaping Issues.  Provide shade (within five 
years) on at least 30% of non-roof, impervious 
surfaces on the site, including parking lots, walkways, 
plazas, etc.
Use light-colored/ high-albedo materials (reflectance 
of at least 0.3) for 30% of the site’s non-roof, 
impervious surfaces. 
OR use an open-grid pavement system (net 
impervious area of LESS than 50%) for a minimum of 
50% of the parking lot area.

Continued on next slide…


